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BRIGHT IDEAS GRANT APPLICATIONS COMING SOON!

The Bright Ideas Grant Application date is moving to June 1 - August 1! Bright Ideas
awards teachers money for innovative lessons and projects to energize students learning abilities.
The Bright Ideas Program will award grants of up to $1,000 to winning teachers. Public and

private school teachers teaching grade K-12 in any subject area are eligible to
\\\ , / apply. Schools in the areas that Colquitt EMC serves may submit more than
- Br‘ight one application. However, teachers are eligible to submit only one application
e, Id per school year. The grants are not for professional development. Bright Ideas
// _eas Grant Applications will be available at colquittemc.com June 1 and are due by
= ooon August 1, 2023,

If you have any questions regarding the Colquitt EMC Scholarship or
Bright Ideas Grant, please contact Shelby Cloud at 229-985-3620 ext. 1246.

APPLY TODAY FOR THE COLQUITT EMC SCHOLARSHIP!

Colquitt EMC Scholarship Applications Available April 1 - June 15! Applicants must:

e Reside in the household of a Colquitt EMC Member

e Be enrolled in a college or technical college with campus locations/degree
offerings within Colquitt EMC's service area.

e Have a minimum GPA of 2.5

e Submit a complete application with two letters of recommendation,
proof of enrollment and transcript.

Undergraduate and graduate students may apply. Previous scholarship

recipients are not eligible. Applications will
be available at colquittemc.com April 1 IN SI E THIS ISSUE

and due by June 15, 2023. ¢ Nominating Committee
e Community Connections

* Summary of Bylaws



The following

Directors’ terms will expire
on Oct. 31, 2023:

District 2 -
Patti Price Niewoehner (Brooks County)

District 3 —
Ben Griner (Berrien County)

District 4 —
Simmie King (Cook County)

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE
PRESENTED TO THE COLQUITT EMC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

TO SERVE ON THE 2023 NOMINATING COMMITTEE:

Joan Carpenter Keith Harris Van F. Murphy

13869 Hwy 125 N 2880 Caulie Harris Rd 9284 Valdosta Hwy
Tifton, GA 31794-7848 Adel, GA 31620-6758 Quitman, GA 31643-4302
Jo Lynn Futch Thad Marshall Jim A. Wilson

2451 Brookfield Lenox Rd 2325 Futch Rd 2870 Union Church Rd
Tifton, GA 31794-7117 Adel, GA 31620-6546 Quitman, GA 31643-7434

THIS COMMITTEE WILL BE OFFICIALLY SEATED ON JUNE 6, 2023

he nominating committee will meet at 9:00 A.M. on Tuesday, June 6, 2023 at the Colquitt EMC headquarters
in Moultrie to make nominations for three board positions.*

CEMC members elect directors by mail and the results will be announced at the Annual Meeting. The 2023 Annual
Meeting of Members will be held on Tuesday, October 31 at Spence Field in Moultrie.

*In addition to nominations made by the Nominating Committee, any 50 or more members may make other nominations by petition not
less than eighty-five days prior to the Annual Meeting.

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS - ‘

Colquitt EMC servicemen, Barry Hall and Dan Taylor,
educate a group of Berrien Middle School students about
Colquitt EMC and electrical safety.




SUMMARY OF BYLAW PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO MEMBERSHIP,
ANNUAL MEETINGS, BOARD REPRESENTATION, NOMINATION AND
ELECTION PROCEDURES FOR ELECTION TO THE BOARD

ARTICLE II: Meetings of Members

Section 1. Annual Meeting. The annual meeting of the members shall be held between
October 1+ and November 30" of each year at such place in the counties of Colquitt, Tift,
Cook, Berrien, Lowndes, or Brooks as shall be designated in the notice of the meeting for
the purpose of reporting results of the directors” election, passing upon reports covering
the previous fiscal year, and transacting such other business as may come before the meet-
ing. Failure to hold the annual meeting at the designated time shall not work a forfeiture
or dissolution of the Cooperative.

Section 2. Special Meeting. Special meetings of the members may be called by resolution
of the Board of Directors or upon written request signed by at least three (3) directors or
at least ten percent (10%) of all the members, and it shall thereupon be the duty of the
Secretary to cause notice of such meeting to be given as hereinafter provided. Special
meetings of the members may be held at any place within the county of Colquitt in the
state of Georgia specified in the notice of the special meeting.

Section 3. Notice of Members Meetings. Written or printed notice stating the place, day,
and hour of the meeting and, in case of a special meeting, the purpose or purposes for
which the meeting is called, shall be delivered not less than seven (7) days nor more than
thirty (30) days before the date of the meeting, either personally or by mail to each mem-
ber, by or at the direction of the Secretary, or upon default in duty by the Secretary, by
the persons calling the meeting, in the case of a special meeting, or by any other director
in the case of any meeting whose time, place, and date have actually been fixed by the
Board of Directors. In making such computation, the date of the meeting shall not be
counted. If mailed, such notice shall be deemed to be delivered five (5) days from date
when deposited in the United States mail, addressed to the member at his address as it
appears on the records of the Cooperative, with postage thereon prepaid. The failure of any
member to receive notice of an annual or special meeting of the members shall not invalidate
any action which may be taken by the members at any such meeting, and the attendance
in person of a member at any meeting of the members shall constitute a waiver of notice
of such meeting unless such attendance shall be for the express purpose of objecting to
the transaction of any business, or one or more items of business, on the grounds that the
meeting shall not have been lawfully called or convened.

No matter which requires the affirmative vote of at least a clear majority of all the Coop-
erative’s members shall be acted upon at any meeting of the members unless notice of
such matter shall have been contained in the notice of the meeting.

Section 4. Quorum. At least one hundred fifty (150) of the members present in person shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at all meetings of the members. If less
than a quorum is present at any meeting, a majority of those present in person may ad-
journ the meeting from time to time without further notice.

Section 5. Voting. Each member who is not in a status of suspension, as provided for in
Section 6 of Article | shall be entitled to one (1) vote and no more upon each matter sub-
mitted to a vote. Voting by members other than members who are natural persons shall
be allowed upon the presentation to the Cooperative prior to or upon registration at each
member meeting of satisfactory evidence entitling the person presenting the same to vote.
At all meetings of the members at which a quorum is present all questions shall be decided
by a vote of a majority of the members voting thereon, except as otherwise provided by
law, the Articles of Incorporation of the Cooperative, or these Bylaws.

Section 6. Order of Business. The order of business at the annual meeting of the members,
and so far as possible at all other meetings of the members, shall be essentially as follows:

Report on the number of members present in person in order to determine the existence
of a quorum, reading of the notice of the meeting and proof of the due publication of
mailing thereof, or the waiver or waivers of notice of the meeting, as the case may be.
The reading of unapproved minutes of previous meetings and the taking of necessary ac-
tion thereon, the reading of unapproved minutes may be waived by a majority of the
members present; and announcement of directors elected, presentation and consideration
of, and action upon, reports of officers, directors, and committees, unfinished business,
new business, adjournment.

ARTICLE Ill: Directors

Section 1. Number and General Powers. The business and affairs of the Cooperative shall
be managed by a Board of nine (9) directors which shall exercise all of the powers of the
Cooperative except such as are by law, by the Articles of Incorporation of the Cooperative,
or by these Bylaws conferred upon or reserved to the members.

The area served by Colquitt Electric Membership Corporation shall be divided into districts
for the purpose of determining the district or area from which representatives shall be cho-
sen to serve on the Board of Directors.

The directors shall be fixed as follows:

District 1 Colquitt County 2 Directors
District 2 Brooks County 1 Director
District 3 Berrien County 1 Director
District 4 Cook County 1 Director
District 5 Lowndes County 2 Directors
District 6 Tift County 1 Director
District 7 Worth-Tift Counties 1 Director

At the expiration of the term of any director his successor shall be elected for a period of
three (3) years.

Section 2. Qualification, Election, and Tenure. No member shall be eligible to become or remain
a director or to hold any position of trust in the Cooperative who is in any way employed by or
financially interested in a competing enterprise or a business selling electric energy or supplies
to the Cooperative. No person shall be eligible to become or remain a director of the Co-
operative who is an employee, a close relative of an incumbent director or of an employee
of the Cooperative, or is not a member of the Cooperative.

No members presently or formerly employed by the Cooperative shall be eligible to become
or remain a director, Member of the Nominating Committee, or serve in any other capacity,
either appointed or elected, or involving any Cooperative election for five (5) years after the
termination of his/her employment from the Cooperative. This Bylaw change is effective
on October 28, 2014, and only applies to those members who are separated from Colquitt
EMC after October 28, 2014.

Upon the establishment of the fact that any person holding a directorship or any other
position of trust in the Cooperative lacks eligibility under this Section, it shall be the duty of
the Board of Directors to withhold such position from such person, or to cause him to be re-
moved therefrom, as the case may be. Nothing in this Section contained shall, or shall be
construed to, affect in any manner whatsoever, the validity of any action taken at any meet-
ing of the Board of Directors, unless such action is taken with respect to a matter which is af-
fected by the provisions of this Section and in which one or more of the Directors have an
interest adverse to that of the Cooperative.

Nothing in this Section contained shall, or shall be construed to, affect in any manner
whatsoever the validity of any action taken at any meeting of the Board of Directors.

Section 3. Nominations. It shall be the duty of the Board of Directors to appoint, not less than
ninety (90) days nor more than one hundred fifty (150) days before the date of each annual
meeting, a committee on nominations consisting of not less than five (5) nor more than eleven
(11) members who shall be selected so as to give equitable representation on the Committee to
the geographical areas served or to be served by the Cooperative. No employee of the Cooper-
ative, member of the Board of Directors, known candidate for election, or any close relative or
member of the same household of an employee, director, or a known candidate shall be ap-
pointed a member of such Committee. The Committee shall prepare and post at the principal
office of the Cooperative at least sixty (60) days before the annual meeting a list of nomi-
nations for directors to be elected, listing separately the nominee or nominees with respect
to each Directorate District from which a director must or may, pursuant to this Article, be
elected. The Committee may include more nominees than there are to be elected, but it
shall show clearly which nominees are opposed with respect to the same Directorate District.

Any fifty (50) or more members may make other nominations in writing over their signatures in
like manner listing the nominees separately with respect to the Directorate Districts from which
they are nominated, not less than eighty-five (85) days prior to the meeting, and the Sec-
retary shall post the same at the same place the list of nominations made by the Committee
is posted.

Section 4. Voting for Directors. The election of directors, or any bylaw amendment,
change, or action directly relating to the election of directors, will be conducted by mail.
To be eligible to vote for directors, a member must have been a member on August 31 of
the year in which the election for directors is held. Not less than thirty (30) days prior to
each annual meeting, one ballot shall be mailed by the Cooperative to each member entitled
to vote. The ballots shall contain the names of all persons nominated by the Nominating
Committee or by petition for each Directorate position to which a director is to be elected.
Only members residing in each Directorate District may vote for, and elect, the director
for that District. No member in any election may vote for more than one nominee from any
Directorate District. Members shall mark their ballots indicating the director for whom they
wish to vote and return said ballots to the Cooperative either by mail or by delivery to the
main office or any district or branch office not less than fifteen (15) days prior to the date of
the annual meeting. Any ballot received in the mail or by hand delivery less than fifteen
(15) days prior to the date of the annual meeting shall not be counted for the purpose of
election of directors. The notice to the members entitled to vote in which the ballots are
enclosed shall contain instructions to the members as to how to mark their ballots for elec-
tion of directors, and said instructions shall be explicitly followed in order for a ballot to be
counted. The failure of any member to receive a ballot for any reason shall not invalidate
the election of directors as provided for herein.

Section 4-A. Uncontested Elections. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, in the
event the nominating process set forth in Section 3 of this Article yields only one nominee with
respect to the position of director of any Directorate District which must or may, pursuant to
this Article, be elected, then no vote of the members shall be required with respect to such Direc-
torate position; and the sole nominee shall be deemed elected in accordance with these Bylaws.



IT'S TIME TO GET YOUR
AIR CONDITIONER
SUMMER READY

Summer will soon be here, which means our air conditioners will work overtime to keep
us cool.

If you are planning a cross-country road trip, getting your car tuned up is advisable. If
you want a trouble-free cooling season, your air conditioner should be tuned up. Contact
your Heating and Air contractor and schedule a service call that includes these checks:

* Check and clean both heat-exchanging coils.

¢ Check and clean the condensation pans and drains.

¢ Check that the refrigerant charge is correct.

e Check all electrical connections.

¢ Check the condition and operation of the thermostat.

e Check the air ducts for air leaks and missing insulation.

* Check for restricted air flow from supply and return grills.

We are in for a long hot summer so be ready for it with an air conditioner tune-up.

"When you work with
electricity every day, safety
is top of mind every minute!
We care about your safety
at home, too. We recognize
National Electrical Safety
Month every May, but we
encourage all Colquitt EMC

Take simple
) steps to
members to take simple, S keep your

practical steps to ensure - R
home safety year-round."




Reccpe

OF THE MONTH

Peach Bread

INGREDIENTS

% cup butter or margarine, softened

1 cup sugar

3 eggs

2 % cup all-purpose flour

1 % teaspoons baking powder

1 teaspoon salt

1 % teaspoons ground cinnamon

2 cups fresh peaches, sliced

3 tablespoons frozen orange juice concentrate, thawed
1 teaspoon vanilla extract

DIRECTIONS

Cream butter, gradually add sugar, mixing well. Add
eggs, one at a time, beating well after each addition.
Mix next 5 ingredients together; add to creamed
mixture alternately with the peaches, beginning and
ending with the flour mixture. Stir in orange juice
concentrate and vanilla. Pour batter into a greased and
floured 9x5x3-inch loaf pan. Bake 350° for 1 hour or
until wooden pick inserted in center comes out clean.
Cool in pan 10 minutes. Remove from loaf pan and
cool completely.

Church of the Month

Abundant Life Church of God

3419 Knights Academy Rd. - Valdosta, GA 31605
Pastor: Wayne Hughes

Service Schedule

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Sunday Service 10:30 AM
Wednesday Family Hour 6:45 PM

To nominate your church for Church of the Month, please
contact Shelby Cloud at 229-985-3620 ext. 1246 with
your church's information. Please include service schedule,
address and pastor's name.

Bible Verse of the Month

Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or
terrified because of them, for the Lord your God
goes with you; he will never leave you nor
forsake you.

~Deuteronomy 31:6




