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   Celebrating                   Years

On Tuesday, November 1st, 2,426 of Colquitt EMC’s 
members attended the cooperative’s Annual 

Meeting held at Spence Field in Moultrie.
The annual event included a mix of fun and business  

as members and their guests enjoyed a delicious lunch 
prepared by the Colquitt County FFA and enjoyed 
entertainment by “Omega Quartet”.   In the exhibit 
area,“ Journey Through 
The Pages of Time” featured 
historical highlights and 
memorabilia from the 
co-op’s 80 year history.  
Attendees also enjoyed 
participating in a health fair 
and playing “Electro Bingo”. 

President Gary Branch 
presided over the Business 
Meeting.  Rev. Jay Watkins, 
Pastor at Redland Baptist 
Church provided the 
invocation. In addition, 
Chip Blalock, Sunbelt 
Expo Director, delivered 
greetings and Myrna 
Ballard, President of the 
Valdosta-Lowndes County 
Chamber of Commerce 
welcomed attendees.

Cooperative Attorney 
James Thagard presented 
the election results.   Incumbent directors B. Don 
Copeland, Tift County, Tommy Cothron, Lowndes 
County and Huey Hiers, Colquitt County were re-
elected for three year terms.  

Colquitt EMC’s General Manager, Danny Nichols 
informed the membership that the Cooperative is 
financially sound and  that the Board, Management 

and Staff are focused on affordable rates, customer 
service and reliability.  He also announced that 
Colquitt EMC will be returning more than $3 million 
in capital credits during the month of December. 

In his remarks, Nichols reported that Colquitt 
EMC has grown from humble beginnings of the first 
13 miles of line and 100 members to over 65,000 

meters and almost 9,000 
miles of line. Colquitt 
EMC is now the 10th 
largest EMC in the state 
with regard to meters and 
the 4th largest in miles of 
line.

"Eighty years ago your 
EMC was born.  Its mission 
was to provide service to 
the unserved rural areas 
in South Central Georgia," 
said Nichols. 

"As time has passed, 
Colquitt EMC has grown 
in many different ways in 
order to provide the best 
possible service at the 
least possible cost.  We are 
proud to serve our members 
and to retain a presence 
in all the communities we 
serve."

Service recognition of employees included: Pam 
Green and Dan Taylor (25 years); Sonya Aldridge, 
Craig Craven, Jon Garrett and Becky Sims (30 years); 
J. Brown and Gerald Marshall (35 years) and Wanda 
Moore (40 years).

Always a crowd favorite, a prize drawing was held 
at the close of the meeting.

Colquitt EMC Celebrates 80 Years!
2016 Annual Meeting Highlights

Colquitt EMC’s newest business customer Publix Grocery store located at 378 Veterans 
Pkwy N in Moultrie held their grand opening on November 9. The store is part of the 
Publix shopping center. The $14 million facility will create 250 jobs and result in $40 to 
$50 million in retail sales. Colquitt EMC is proud to be the power provider.

Danny Nichols

P.O. BOX 3608
MOULTRIE, GEORGIA 31776
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Eggnog Pound Cake
INGREDIENTS                                           Servings: 10-12
2 tablespoons softened butter or 2 tablespoons 
margarine, to grease pan
1⁄2 cup sliced almonds
1 (18 1/2 ounce) package yellow cake mix
1⁄8 teaspoon ground nutmeg
2 eggs
1 1⁄2 cups purchased eggnog
4 tablespoons butter or 4 tablespoons margarine, 
melted
2 tablespoons rum or 1⁄4 teaspoon rum flavoring

DIRECTIONS
Generously grease a 10-inch tube or bundt pan with the 
softened butter; press almonds on sides and bottom 
of pan; set aside. In a large bowl, combine cake mix, 
nutmeg, eggs, eggnog, the melted butter and the rum. 
Using an electric mixer, beat until smooth and creamy 
(about 4 minutes at medium speed) or beat about 450 
strokes with a wooden spoon; pour batter into prepared 
pan. Bake in a 350° oven for 45 to 55 minutes or until 
a wooden pick inserted in center comes out clean. Let 
cool in pan for 10 minutes; then invert cake onto a rack 
to cool completely.

5 Cup Pecan Pie
INGREDIENTS                                                    Servings: 8
5 1⁄2 cups pecan halves
3 tablespoons flour
12 tablespoons unsalted butter
1 cup packed light brown sugar
3⁄4 cup light corn syrup
2 tablespoons light corn syrup
4 large eggs, lightly beaten
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1 pie shell

DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 350°F. Spread 1/2 cup of the pecans 
on a baking sheet and toast them in the oven for 8 to 
10 minutes, until lightly browned and fragrant. Let cool 
completely. Place the roasted nuts in a food processor 
and process until smooth and buttery. Add the flour and 
pulse until incorporated. Scrape into a large bowl and set 
aside. Heat the butter in a small saucepan over medium-
high heat until it starts to foam and turns a light brown. 
Remove from heat and set aside. Add the brown sugar, 
corn syrup, eggs, vanilla, and browned butter to the nut 
paste and stir until well blended. Fold in the remaining 
5 cups pecans. Pour the filling into the pre-baked pie 
shell.  Bake for 30 to 40 minutes, until the filling is slightly 
puffed and the crust is golden brown. Transfer to a rack to 
cool. Serve warm or at room temperature.

Landscaping doesn’t only add beauty to your home, but it can also 
improve your home’s comfort and lower your energy bills.

On average, a well-designed 
landscape saves enough energy 

to pay for itself in less than

Top 3 Landscaping Strategies by Climate

A microclimate is an area 
where the climate differs from 
the surrounding area. It can be 
as small as a few square feet or 
as large as a few square miles. 

A microclimate impacts the 
type of plants that can grow in 

your landscape.

Landscaping for Shade

Planting Tips

Shading is the most 
cost-effective way to 
reduce solar heat gain 
in your home and cut 
air conditioning costs. 
To effectively shade 
your home, you need to 
know the size, shape 
and location of the 
shadow that your 
shading device casts. 

Landscaping 
for Windbreaks

A windbreak reduces heating costs by lowering the wind chill 
near your home. It also creates dead air space that insulates 
your home in the summer and winter.

Landscaping for Water Conservation

Temperate Region

Take advantage of the sun’s 
warming effect in the winter. 

Shade your home from the hot 
summer sun. 

Deflect winter winds with 
windbreaks on the north and 

northwest sides of your house.

Hot-Arid Region

Provide shade to cool 
your home’s walls, 
windows and roof.

Naturally cool your home 
with summer winds.

Cool the air around your 
home with plants.

Hot-Humid Region

Channel summer breezes 
toward your home to cool it.

Use trees to shade your home 
in the summer but allow the sun 

to warm it in the winter.

Avoid locating planting beds 
that require frequent watering 

close to your home.

Cool Region

Use dense windbreaks to 
protect the home from cold 

winter winds.

Ensure the winter sun reaches 
south-facing windows.

Shade the south and west sides 
of your home from the summer 

sun, if summer heat is a problem.

What’s the difference?

Deciduous vs. Evergreen.

Plant a 6-8 foot deciduous tree near your home, and it will 

start shading your windows in the first year. Depending on the 

species and the home, it will shade the roof in 5-10 years.

 Windbreaks to the north, west and east of houses cut 
fuel consumption by an average of 40 percent, 

according to a study in South Dakota.

Lower 
maintenance

Reduce 
your water 

use

Cut your 
heating and 
cooling costs

Protect your 
home from cold 
winter wind and 
hot summer sun

Help lower 
noise and air 

pollution

allowing you to 
better deal 
with water 

restrictions!

8 YEARS.

The landscaping strategies you use depend on where 

you live in the U.S. and your home’s microclimate.

What’s a
microclimate?

FACT: In tree-shaded 
neighborhoods, the summer 
daytime air temperature can 
be up to 6 degrees cooler 

than in treeless areas.

#DidYouKnow: A 
well-planned landscape 
can reduce an unshaded 
home’s air conditioning 
costs by 15-50 percent. 

50%

Deciduous trees 
block solar heat in 
the summer but 

let in sunlight 
during the winter.

 Evergreen 
trees and 

shrubs provide 
continuous 

shade.

Always group 
plants with 

similar water 
needs together.

Reduce the use of 
turf and use 

low-water-using 
types of turf grass.

Organize your turf 
grass in continuous 

patterns -- it's easier 
to maintain and uses 

less water.

Use mulch to keep 
plant roots cool, 

minimize 
evaporation and 

reduce weed growth.

Water in the morning 
when it is cooler and 

evaporation rates 
are low.

Aerate your soil -- it 
improves water flow 
to plants’ roots and 

reduces water runoff.

In the summer, raise your 
lawn mower cutting 
height -- longer grass 

blades help shade each 
other & retain more water.

#DidYouKnow:

Plant evergreen 
trees and shrubs to 

the north and 
northwest of your 
home to stop wind.

The distance 
between your home 

and windbreak should be 
two to fives times the 
height of the mature 

tree for maximum 
protection. 

Install a fence or 
wall in addition to 
evergreen trees to 

deflect the wind over 
your home. 

If snow tends to drift in 
your area, plant low 

shrubs on the windward 
side of the windbreak to 
trap snow before it blows 

next to your home.

Plant trees on either 
side of your house 
to direct cooling 
wind toward it in 

the summer.

Design your landscape to not only save energy but also conserve water.

Plant deciduous 
trees to the south 

of your home -- they 
can screen 70-90 

percent of the hot 
summer sun 

while allowing 
breezes through.

Plant trees with 
crowns lower to 
the ground on 
the west if you 
want to shade 

from lower, 
afternoon 

sun angles. 

Plant bushes, 
shrubs or 

climbing vines 
with a trellis 
to shade your 

patio area.

To cool air 
before it 

reaches your 
home, plant 
shrubs and 

groundcover 
plants. 

Energy Saver 101: Everything You Need to Know About

Maple leaves 
change color with 

the seasons

Camphor trees are 
evergreen trees that can 

grow up to 30 m tall.

Maple tree

Oak tree

Pine

Cypress
Camphor

OakOak

Hens and chicks is 
a type of succulent 
groundcover plant.

Oak tree

Sources: Energy Saver (www.energy.gov/energysaver), the Energy Department (http://www1.eere.energy.gov/library/pdfs/16632.pdf) and 
EPA WaterSense (http://www.epa.gov/watersense/outdoor/landscaping_tips.html). 

This is one
type of

lawn aerator

BURN WITH CARE... AVOID TROUBLE.

ATTENTION: Use firebreaks around any utility poles 
on land that will be burned under controlled conditions. 
By using a firebreak to protect utility poles, you can 
help Colquitt EMC save thousands of dollars in repair 
costs. Also, you can avoid potential safety problems 
resulting from burned poles.
              -Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Energy-Saving Holiday Gift Ideas
Christmas is almost here, and you may need to rush to the store for some last-minute gifts. Why not give 

an energy-saving gift that keeps giving (lower power bills) all year long?

Here are several energy-savings gift ideas:

1. Home Entertainment Electronics. If a television, DVD player, stereo, or cordless phone is on your list, look 
for the ENERGY STAR label. ENERGY STAR points you to the most energy efficient product models. Today's 
ENERGY STAR qualified TVs meet new, stricter requirements and offer up to 30% energy savings over 
standard models.

2. Pressure cooker. These pots – great for preparing rice, beans, soups, and some meats — use up to 70% 
less energy than regular pots and pans by sealing in hot air to quickly cook food. (besides saving energy you 
get to eat sooner, too.)

3. High-efficiency desk lights. LED desk lights put the light where you need it sipping minuscule amounts of 
electricity. Extremely long life and excellent color rendering are other benefits.

4. Home electricity monitor. Who doesn’t want to reduce their power bill? One of the best ways to control 
energy use is by getting real-time feedback of energy usage and cost. A home-electricity monitor that tracks 
a home’s electricity usage is a great way to give the gift of savings. 

5. Solar-powered gadgets. The number of solar-powered gizmos has exploded in recent years. You can 
now find solar-powered lights, cell phone and battery chargers, and solar backpacks. There are even solar 
powered toys (no more dead battery headaches).

6. Energy-savings guidebooks. Do you have an avid reader or do-it-yourselfer on your gift list?  You can find 
a treasure trove of good energy-savings ideas in books available online or at most book stores. Some good 
choices are:

• Consumers Guide to Home Energy Savings 10th edition
• Home: 101 Ways to Improve Your Home’s Comfort 
   and Energy Efficiency
• Cut Your Energy Bills Now: 150 Smart Ways to Save 
   Money - by Bruce Harley

(Oh, and don’t forget: Post-Christmas sales are the perfect time 
to buy energy-efficient LED holiday lights for next year at big discounts.)

Colquitt EMC is currently accepting 
applications for the Walter Harrison Scholarship
A program sponsored by Georgia’s 41 electric cooperatives

The $1,000 scholarship can be applied to academic expenses at any accredited 
two- or four-year university, college or vocational-technical institute in Georgia.  

Factors for consideration include grade point average, SAT/ COMPASS scores, 
academic standing, scholastic honors and financial need. Students applying for the 
scholarship must be accepted or enrolled in an accredited undergraduate degree 
program, complete an application, and write a biographical sketch which provides 
a preview of his or her future plans. Applications are available at any Colquitt EMC 
office or visit www.colquittemc.com. 

Completed applications are due by February 1, 2017.

December 2016 Capital Credit Refund
December 2016 Capital Credit Refund

Colquitt EMC will refund $3,033,063.80 to some of its members in December. 
The refund represents capital credits assigned to members who received electricity
in 1995.   The cooperative is currently retiring capital credits on a 20 year rotating
plan adopted by the Board of Directors.  The year, percentage of total billing, dollar 
amount and year of refund of capital credits for each succeeding year is as follows  
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amount and year of refund of capital credits for each succeeding year is as follows  
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Eggnog Pound Cake
INGREDIENTS                                           Servings: 10-12
2 tablespoons softened butter or 2 tablespoons 
margarine, to grease pan
1⁄2 cup sliced almonds
1 (18 1/2 ounce) package yellow cake mix
1⁄8 teaspoon ground nutmeg
2 eggs
1 1⁄2 cups purchased eggnog
4 tablespoons butter or 4 tablespoons margarine, 
melted
2 tablespoons rum or 1⁄4 teaspoon rum flavoring

DIRECTIONS
Generously grease a 10-inch tube or bundt pan with the 
softened butter; press almonds on sides and bottom 
of pan; set aside. In a large bowl, combine cake mix, 
nutmeg, eggs, eggnog, the melted butter and the rum. 
Using an electric mixer, beat until smooth and creamy 
(about 4 minutes at medium speed) or beat about 450 
strokes with a wooden spoon; pour batter into prepared 
pan. Bake in a 350° oven for 45 to 55 minutes or until 
a wooden pick inserted in center comes out clean. Let 
cool in pan for 10 minutes; then invert cake onto a rack 
to cool completely.

5 Cup Pecan Pie
INGREDIENTS                                                    Servings: 8
5 1⁄2 cups pecan halves
3 tablespoons flour
12 tablespoons unsalted butter
1 cup packed light brown sugar
3⁄4 cup light corn syrup
2 tablespoons light corn syrup
4 large eggs, lightly beaten
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1 pie shell

DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 350°F. Spread 1/2 cup of the pecans 
on a baking sheet and toast them in the oven for 8 to 
10 minutes, until lightly browned and fragrant. Let cool 
completely. Place the roasted nuts in a food processor 
and process until smooth and buttery. Add the flour and 
pulse until incorporated. Scrape into a large bowl and set 
aside. Heat the butter in a small saucepan over medium-
high heat until it starts to foam and turns a light brown. 
Remove from heat and set aside. Add the brown sugar, 
corn syrup, eggs, vanilla, and browned butter to the nut 
paste and stir until well blended. Fold in the remaining 
5 cups pecans. Pour the filling into the pre-baked pie 
shell.  Bake for 30 to 40 minutes, until the filling is slightly 
puffed and the crust is golden brown. Transfer to a rack to 
cool. Serve warm or at room temperature.

Landscaping doesn’t only add beauty to your home, but it can also 
improve your home’s comfort and lower your energy bills.

On average, a well-designed 
landscape saves enough energy 

to pay for itself in less than

Top 3 Landscaping Strategies by Climate

A microclimate is an area 
where the climate differs from 
the surrounding area. It can be 
as small as a few square feet or 
as large as a few square miles. 

A microclimate impacts the 
type of plants that can grow in 

your landscape.

Landscaping for Shade

Planting Tips

Shading is the most 
cost-effective way to 
reduce solar heat gain 
in your home and cut 
air conditioning costs. 
To effectively shade 
your home, you need to 
know the size, shape 
and location of the 
shadow that your 
shading device casts. 

Landscaping 
for Windbreaks

A windbreak reduces heating costs by lowering the wind chill 
near your home. It also creates dead air space that insulates 
your home in the summer and winter.

Landscaping for Water Conservation

Temperate Region

Take advantage of the sun’s 
warming effect in the winter. 

Shade your home from the hot 
summer sun. 

Deflect winter winds with 
windbreaks on the north and 

northwest sides of your house.

Hot-Arid Region

Provide shade to cool 
your home’s walls, 
windows and roof.

Naturally cool your home 
with summer winds.

Cool the air around your 
home with plants.

Hot-Humid Region

Channel summer breezes 
toward your home to cool it.

Use trees to shade your home 
in the summer but allow the sun 

to warm it in the winter.

Avoid locating planting beds 
that require frequent watering 

close to your home.

Cool Region

Use dense windbreaks to 
protect the home from cold 

winter winds.

Ensure the winter sun reaches 
south-facing windows.

Shade the south and west sides 
of your home from the summer 

sun, if summer heat is a problem.

What’s the difference?

Deciduous vs. Evergreen.

Plant a 6-8 foot deciduous tree near your home, and it will 

start shading your windows in the first year. Depending on the 

species and the home, it will shade the roof in 5-10 years.

 Windbreaks to the north, west and east of houses cut 
fuel consumption by an average of 40 percent, 

according to a study in South Dakota.

Lower 
maintenance

Reduce 
your water 

use

Cut your 
heating and 
cooling costs

Protect your 
home from cold 
winter wind and 
hot summer sun

Help lower 
noise and air 

pollution

allowing you to 
better deal 
with water 

restrictions!

8 YEARS.

The landscaping strategies you use depend on where 

you live in the U.S. and your home’s microclimate.

What’s a
microclimate?

FACT: In tree-shaded 
neighborhoods, the summer 
daytime air temperature can 
be up to 6 degrees cooler 

than in treeless areas.

#DidYouKnow: A 
well-planned landscape 
can reduce an unshaded 
home’s air conditioning 
costs by 15-50 percent. 

50%

Deciduous trees 
block solar heat in 
the summer but 

let in sunlight 
during the winter.

 Evergreen 
trees and 

shrubs provide 
continuous 

shade.

Always group 
plants with 

similar water 
needs together.

Reduce the use of 
turf and use 

low-water-using 
types of turf grass.

Organize your turf 
grass in continuous 

patterns -- it's easier 
to maintain and uses 

less water.

Use mulch to keep 
plant roots cool, 

minimize 
evaporation and 

reduce weed growth.

Water in the morning 
when it is cooler and 

evaporation rates 
are low.

Aerate your soil -- it 
improves water flow 
to plants’ roots and 

reduces water runoff.

In the summer, raise your 
lawn mower cutting 
height -- longer grass 

blades help shade each 
other & retain more water.

#DidYouKnow:

Plant evergreen 
trees and shrubs to 

the north and 
northwest of your 
home to stop wind.

The distance 
between your home 

and windbreak should be 
two to fives times the 
height of the mature 

tree for maximum 
protection. 

Install a fence or 
wall in addition to 
evergreen trees to 

deflect the wind over 
your home. 

If snow tends to drift in 
your area, plant low 

shrubs on the windward 
side of the windbreak to 
trap snow before it blows 

next to your home.

Plant trees on either 
side of your house 
to direct cooling 
wind toward it in 

the summer.

Design your landscape to not only save energy but also conserve water.

Plant deciduous 
trees to the south 

of your home -- they 
can screen 70-90 

percent of the hot 
summer sun 

while allowing 
breezes through.

Plant trees with 
crowns lower to 
the ground on 
the west if you 
want to shade 

from lower, 
afternoon 

sun angles. 

Plant bushes, 
shrubs or 

climbing vines 
with a trellis 
to shade your 

patio area.

To cool air 
before it 

reaches your 
home, plant 
shrubs and 

groundcover 
plants. 

Energy Saver 101: Everything You Need to Know About

Maple leaves 
change color with 

the seasons

Camphor trees are 
evergreen trees that can 

grow up to 30 m tall.

Maple tree

Oak tree

Pine

Cypress
Camphor

OakOak

Hens and chicks is 
a type of succulent 
groundcover plant.

Oak tree

Sources: Energy Saver (www.energy.gov/energysaver), the Energy Department (http://www1.eere.energy.gov/library/pdfs/16632.pdf) and 
EPA WaterSense (http://www.epa.gov/watersense/outdoor/landscaping_tips.html). 

This is one
type of

lawn aerator

BURN WITH CARE... AVOID TROUBLE.

ATTENTION: Use firebreaks around any utility poles 
on land that will be burned under controlled conditions. 
By using a firebreak to protect utility poles, you can 
help Colquitt EMC save thousands of dollars in repair 
costs. Also, you can avoid potential safety problems 
resulting from burned poles.
              -Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Energy-Saving Holiday Gift Ideas
Christmas is almost here, and you may need to rush to the store for some last-minute gifts. Why not give 

an energy-saving gift that keeps giving (lower power bills) all year long?

Here are several energy-savings gift ideas:

1. Home Entertainment Electronics. If a television, DVD player, stereo, or cordless phone is on your list, look 
for the ENERGY STAR label. ENERGY STAR points you to the most energy efficient product models. Today's 
ENERGY STAR qualified TVs meet new, stricter requirements and offer up to 30% energy savings over 
standard models.

2. Pressure cooker. These pots – great for preparing rice, beans, soups, and some meats — use up to 70% 
less energy than regular pots and pans by sealing in hot air to quickly cook food. (besides saving energy you 
get to eat sooner, too.)

3. High-efficiency desk lights. LED desk lights put the light where you need it sipping minuscule amounts of 
electricity. Extremely long life and excellent color rendering are other benefits.

4. Home electricity monitor. Who doesn’t want to reduce their power bill? One of the best ways to control 
energy use is by getting real-time feedback of energy usage and cost. A home-electricity monitor that tracks 
a home’s electricity usage is a great way to give the gift of savings. 

5. Solar-powered gadgets. The number of solar-powered gizmos has exploded in recent years. You can 
now find solar-powered lights, cell phone and battery chargers, and solar backpacks. There are even solar 
powered toys (no more dead battery headaches).

6. Energy-savings guidebooks. Do you have an avid reader or do-it-yourselfer on your gift list?  You can find 
a treasure trove of good energy-savings ideas in books available online or at most book stores. Some good 
choices are:

• Consumers Guide to Home Energy Savings 10th edition
• Home: 101 Ways to Improve Your Home’s Comfort 
   and Energy Efficiency
• Cut Your Energy Bills Now: 150 Smart Ways to Save 
   Money - by Bruce Harley

(Oh, and don’t forget: Post-Christmas sales are the perfect time 
to buy energy-efficient LED holiday lights for next year at big discounts.)

Colquitt EMC is currently accepting 
applications for the Walter Harrison Scholarship
A program sponsored by Georgia’s 41 electric cooperatives

The $1,000 scholarship can be applied to academic expenses at any accredited 
two- or four-year university, college or vocational-technical institute in Georgia.  

Factors for consideration include grade point average, SAT/ COMPASS scores, 
academic standing, scholastic honors and financial need. Students applying for the 
scholarship must be accepted or enrolled in an accredited undergraduate degree 
program, complete an application, and write a biographical sketch which provides 
a preview of his or her future plans. Applications are available at any Colquitt EMC 
office or visit www.colquittemc.com. 

Completed applications are due by February 1, 2017.

December 2016 Capital Credit Refund
December 2016 Capital Credit Refund

Colquitt EMC will refund $3,033,063.80 to some of its members in December. 
The refund represents capital credits assigned to members who received electricity
in 1995.   The cooperative is currently retiring capital credits on a 20 year rotating
plan adopted by the Board of Directors.  The year, percentage of total billing, dollar 
amount and year of refund of capital credits for each succeeding year is as follows  
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amount and year of refund of capital credits for each succeeding year is as follows  
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   Celebrating                   Years

On Tuesday, November 1st, 2,426 of Colquitt EMC’s 
members attended the cooperative’s Annual 

Meeting held at Spence Field in Moultrie.
The annual event included a mix of fun and business  

as members and their guests enjoyed a delicious lunch 
prepared by the Colquitt County FFA and enjoyed 
entertainment by “Omega Quartet”.   In the exhibit 
area,“ Journey Through 
The Pages of Time” featured 
historical highlights and 
memorabilia from the 
co-op’s 80 year history.  
Attendees also enjoyed 
participating in a health fair 
and playing “Electro Bingo”. 

President Gary Branch 
presided over the Business 
Meeting.  Rev. Jay Watkins, 
Pastor at Redland Baptist 
Church provided the 
invocation. In addition, 
Chip Blalock, Sunbelt 
Expo Director, delivered 
greetings and Myrna 
Ballard, President of the 
Valdosta-Lowndes County 
Chamber of Commerce 
welcomed attendees.

Cooperative Attorney 
James Thagard presented 
the election results.   Incumbent directors B. Don 
Copeland, Tift County, Tommy Cothron, Lowndes 
County and Huey Hiers, Colquitt County were re-
elected for three year terms.  

Colquitt EMC’s General Manager, Danny Nichols 
informed the membership that the Cooperative is 
financially sound and  that the Board, Management 

and Staff are focused on affordable rates, customer 
service and reliability.  He also announced that 
Colquitt EMC will be returning more than $3 million 
in capital credits during the month of December. 

In his remarks, Nichols reported that Colquitt 
EMC has grown from humble beginnings of the first 
13 miles of line and 100 members to over 65,000 

meters and almost 9,000 
miles of line. Colquitt 
EMC is now the 10th 
largest EMC in the state 
with regard to meters and 
the 4th largest in miles of 
line.

"Eighty years ago your 
EMC was born.  Its mission 
was to provide service to 
the unserved rural areas 
in South Central Georgia," 
said Nichols. 

"As time has passed, 
Colquitt EMC has grown 
in many different ways in 
order to provide the best 
possible service at the 
least possible cost.  We are 
proud to serve our members 
and to retain a presence 
in all the communities we 
serve."

Service recognition of employees included: Pam 
Green and Dan Taylor (25 years); Sonya Aldridge, 
Craig Craven, Jon Garrett and Becky Sims (30 years); 
J. Brown and Gerald Marshall (35 years) and Wanda 
Moore (40 years).

Always a crowd favorite, a prize drawing was held 
at the close of the meeting.

Colquitt EMC Celebrates 80 Years!
2016 Annual Meeting Highlights

Colquitt EMC’s newest business customer Publix Grocery store located at 378 Veterans 
Pkwy N in Moultrie held their grand opening on November 9. The store is part of the 
Publix shopping center. The $14 million facility will create 250 jobs and result in $40 to 
$50 million in retail sales. Colquitt EMC is proud to be the power provider.

Danny Nichols

P.O. BOX 3608
MOULTRIE, GEORGIA 31776
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Eggnog Pound Cake
INGREDIENTS                                           Servings: 10-12
2 tablespoons softened butter or 2 tablespoons 
margarine, to grease pan
1⁄2 cup sliced almonds
1 (18 1/2 ounce) package yellow cake mix
1⁄8 teaspoon ground nutmeg
2 eggs
1 1⁄2 cups purchased eggnog
4 tablespoons butter or 4 tablespoons margarine, 
melted
2 tablespoons rum or 1⁄4 teaspoon rum flavoring

DIRECTIONS
Generously grease a 10-inch tube or bundt pan with the 
softened butter; press almonds on sides and bottom 
of pan; set aside. In a large bowl, combine cake mix, 
nutmeg, eggs, eggnog, the melted butter and the rum. 
Using an electric mixer, beat until smooth and creamy 
(about 4 minutes at medium speed) or beat about 450 
strokes with a wooden spoon; pour batter into prepared 
pan. Bake in a 350° oven for 45 to 55 minutes or until 
a wooden pick inserted in center comes out clean. Let 
cool in pan for 10 minutes; then invert cake onto a rack 
to cool completely.

5 Cup Pecan Pie
INGREDIENTS                                                    Servings: 8
5 1⁄2 cups pecan halves
3 tablespoons flour
12 tablespoons unsalted butter
1 cup packed light brown sugar
3⁄4 cup light corn syrup
2 tablespoons light corn syrup
4 large eggs, lightly beaten
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1 pie shell

DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 350°F. Spread 1/2 cup of the pecans 
on a baking sheet and toast them in the oven for 8 to 
10 minutes, until lightly browned and fragrant. Let cool 
completely. Place the roasted nuts in a food processor 
and process until smooth and buttery. Add the flour and 
pulse until incorporated. Scrape into a large bowl and set 
aside. Heat the butter in a small saucepan over medium-
high heat until it starts to foam and turns a light brown. 
Remove from heat and set aside. Add the brown sugar, 
corn syrup, eggs, vanilla, and browned butter to the nut 
paste and stir until well blended. Fold in the remaining 
5 cups pecans. Pour the filling into the pre-baked pie 
shell.  Bake for 30 to 40 minutes, until the filling is slightly 
puffed and the crust is golden brown. Transfer to a rack to 
cool. Serve warm or at room temperature.

Landscaping doesn’t only add beauty to your home, but it can also 
improve your home’s comfort and lower your energy bills.

On average, a well-designed 
landscape saves enough energy 

to pay for itself in less than

Top 3 Landscaping Strategies by Climate

A microclimate is an area 
where the climate differs from 
the surrounding area. It can be 
as small as a few square feet or 
as large as a few square miles. 

A microclimate impacts the 
type of plants that can grow in 

your landscape.

Landscaping for Shade

Planting Tips

Shading is the most 
cost-effective way to 
reduce solar heat gain 
in your home and cut 
air conditioning costs. 
To effectively shade 
your home, you need to 
know the size, shape 
and location of the 
shadow that your 
shading device casts. 

Landscaping 
for Windbreaks

A windbreak reduces heating costs by lowering the wind chill 
near your home. It also creates dead air space that insulates 
your home in the summer and winter.

Landscaping for Water Conservation

Temperate Region

Take advantage of the sun’s 
warming effect in the winter. 

Shade your home from the hot 
summer sun. 

Deflect winter winds with 
windbreaks on the north and 

northwest sides of your house.

Hot-Arid Region

Provide shade to cool 
your home’s walls, 
windows and roof.

Naturally cool your home 
with summer winds.

Cool the air around your 
home with plants.

Hot-Humid Region

Channel summer breezes 
toward your home to cool it.

Use trees to shade your home 
in the summer but allow the sun 

to warm it in the winter.

Avoid locating planting beds 
that require frequent watering 

close to your home.

Cool Region

Use dense windbreaks to 
protect the home from cold 

winter winds.

Ensure the winter sun reaches 
south-facing windows.

Shade the south and west sides 
of your home from the summer 

sun, if summer heat is a problem.

What’s the difference?

Deciduous vs. Evergreen.

Plant a 6-8 foot deciduous tree near your home, and it will 

start shading your windows in the first year. Depending on the 

species and the home, it will shade the roof in 5-10 years.

 Windbreaks to the north, west and east of houses cut 
fuel consumption by an average of 40 percent, 

according to a study in South Dakota.

Lower 
maintenance

Reduce 
your water 

use

Cut your 
heating and 
cooling costs

Protect your 
home from cold 
winter wind and 
hot summer sun

Help lower 
noise and air 

pollution

allowing you to 
better deal 
with water 

restrictions!

8 YEARS.

The landscaping strategies you use depend on where 

you live in the U.S. and your home’s microclimate.

What’s a
microclimate?

FACT: In tree-shaded 
neighborhoods, the summer 
daytime air temperature can 
be up to 6 degrees cooler 

than in treeless areas.

#DidYouKnow: A 
well-planned landscape 
can reduce an unshaded 
home’s air conditioning 
costs by 15-50 percent. 

50%

Deciduous trees 
block solar heat in 
the summer but 

let in sunlight 
during the winter.

 Evergreen 
trees and 

shrubs provide 
continuous 

shade.

Always group 
plants with 

similar water 
needs together.

Reduce the use of 
turf and use 

low-water-using 
types of turf grass.

Organize your turf 
grass in continuous 

patterns -- it's easier 
to maintain and uses 

less water.

Use mulch to keep 
plant roots cool, 

minimize 
evaporation and 

reduce weed growth.

Water in the morning 
when it is cooler and 

evaporation rates 
are low.

Aerate your soil -- it 
improves water flow 
to plants’ roots and 

reduces water runoff.

In the summer, raise your 
lawn mower cutting 
height -- longer grass 

blades help shade each 
other & retain more water.

#DidYouKnow:

Plant evergreen 
trees and shrubs to 

the north and 
northwest of your 
home to stop wind.

The distance 
between your home 

and windbreak should be 
two to fives times the 
height of the mature 

tree for maximum 
protection. 

Install a fence or 
wall in addition to 
evergreen trees to 

deflect the wind over 
your home. 

If snow tends to drift in 
your area, plant low 

shrubs on the windward 
side of the windbreak to 
trap snow before it blows 

next to your home.

Plant trees on either 
side of your house 
to direct cooling 
wind toward it in 

the summer.

Design your landscape to not only save energy but also conserve water.

Plant deciduous 
trees to the south 

of your home -- they 
can screen 70-90 

percent of the hot 
summer sun 

while allowing 
breezes through.

Plant trees with 
crowns lower to 
the ground on 
the west if you 
want to shade 

from lower, 
afternoon 

sun angles. 

Plant bushes, 
shrubs or 

climbing vines 
with a trellis 
to shade your 

patio area.

To cool air 
before it 

reaches your 
home, plant 
shrubs and 

groundcover 
plants. 

Energy Saver 101: Everything You Need to Know About

Maple leaves 
change color with 

the seasons

Camphor trees are 
evergreen trees that can 

grow up to 30 m tall.

Maple tree

Oak tree

Pine

Cypress
Camphor

OakOak

Hens and chicks is 
a type of succulent 
groundcover plant.

Oak tree

Sources: Energy Saver (www.energy.gov/energysaver), the Energy Department (http://www1.eere.energy.gov/library/pdfs/16632.pdf) and 
EPA WaterSense (http://www.epa.gov/watersense/outdoor/landscaping_tips.html). 

This is one
type of

lawn aerator

BURN WITH CARE... AVOID TROUBLE.

ATTENTION: Use firebreaks around any utility poles 
on land that will be burned under controlled conditions. 
By using a firebreak to protect utility poles, you can 
help Colquitt EMC save thousands of dollars in repair 
costs. Also, you can avoid potential safety problems 
resulting from burned poles.
              -Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Energy-Saving Holiday Gift Ideas
Christmas is almost here, and you may need to rush to the store for some last-minute gifts. Why not give 

an energy-saving gift that keeps giving (lower power bills) all year long?

Here are several energy-savings gift ideas:

1. Home Entertainment Electronics. If a television, DVD player, stereo, or cordless phone is on your list, look 
for the ENERGY STAR label. ENERGY STAR points you to the most energy efficient product models. Today's 
ENERGY STAR qualified TVs meet new, stricter requirements and offer up to 30% energy savings over 
standard models.

2. Pressure cooker. These pots – great for preparing rice, beans, soups, and some meats — use up to 70% 
less energy than regular pots and pans by sealing in hot air to quickly cook food. (besides saving energy you 
get to eat sooner, too.)

3. High-efficiency desk lights. LED desk lights put the light where you need it sipping minuscule amounts of 
electricity. Extremely long life and excellent color rendering are other benefits.

4. Home electricity monitor. Who doesn’t want to reduce their power bill? One of the best ways to control 
energy use is by getting real-time feedback of energy usage and cost. A home-electricity monitor that tracks 
a home’s electricity usage is a great way to give the gift of savings. 

5. Solar-powered gadgets. The number of solar-powered gizmos has exploded in recent years. You can 
now find solar-powered lights, cell phone and battery chargers, and solar backpacks. There are even solar 
powered toys (no more dead battery headaches).

6. Energy-savings guidebooks. Do you have an avid reader or do-it-yourselfer on your gift list?  You can find 
a treasure trove of good energy-savings ideas in books available online or at most book stores. Some good 
choices are:

• Consumers Guide to Home Energy Savings 10th edition
• Home: 101 Ways to Improve Your Home’s Comfort 
   and Energy Efficiency
• Cut Your Energy Bills Now: 150 Smart Ways to Save 
   Money - by Bruce Harley

(Oh, and don’t forget: Post-Christmas sales are the perfect time 
to buy energy-efficient LED holiday lights for next year at big discounts.)

Colquitt EMC is currently accepting 
applications for the Walter Harrison Scholarship
A program sponsored by Georgia’s 41 electric cooperatives

The $1,000 scholarship can be applied to academic expenses at any accredited 
two- or four-year university, college or vocational-technical institute in Georgia.  

Factors for consideration include grade point average, SAT/ COMPASS scores, 
academic standing, scholastic honors and financial need. Students applying for the 
scholarship must be accepted or enrolled in an accredited undergraduate degree 
program, complete an application, and write a biographical sketch which provides 
a preview of his or her future plans. Applications are available at any Colquitt EMC 
office or visit www.colquittemc.com. 

Completed applications are due by February 1, 2017.

December 2016 Capital Credit Refund
December 2016 Capital Credit Refund

Colquitt EMC will refund $3,033,063.80 to some of its members in December. 
The refund represents capital credits assigned to members who received electricity
in 1995.   The cooperative is currently retiring capital credits on a 20 year rotating
plan adopted by the Board of Directors.  The year, percentage of total billing, dollar 
amount and year of refund of capital credits for each succeeding year is as follows  
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