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   Celebrating                   Years

LUNCH RESERVATION FORM FOR

COLQUITT EMC’s 80th ANNUAL MEETING
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2016   

Lunch from 11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
Registration - 11:00 A.M.

Business Meeting: 1:30 P.M.
Expo Site, Spence Field in Moultrie

Name ______________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________

Account # __________________________________________________________________

Member’s Signature ________________________________________________________

           Including myself, you may plan on __________ person(s) for lunch.

Deadline for reservations is October 18, 2016

Although your
meal is tasty enough for
leftovers, we ask that you

enjoy your lunch on
the premises.

Limit
3

meals
per member

BUSINESS UPDATES • GREAT FOOD • GAMES • PRIZES
FELLOWSHIP • ENTERTAINMENT • HEALTH FAIR • AND MORE!

“Omega Quartet”

Don’t MissThe 2016
Annual Meeting
November 1st

A Celebration of 
80 Years of Service!

Don’t MissThe 2016
Annual Meeting
November 1st

A Celebration of 
80 Years of Service!

Colquitt EMC offices will be closed
Thursday, November 24th 

and  Friday, November 25th My fellow Colquitt EMC members,

On the evening of September 1st, Hurricane Hermine made landfall on the Florida Gulf 
Coast and continued on a path that led it directly to our EMC service area.  Our system began 
feeling the effects of the storm that evening, and those effects intensified as the center of the 

storm approached.  Hermine’s path carried it directly through the center 
of our service territory, bringing with it 65 mph winds, lightning, and 
over five inches of rainfall.  All of this combined to produce widespread 
outages across our system.  At its peak, Colquitt EMC had approximately 
35,000 of its 66,000 members without power.  

At Colquitt EMC, preparations for this storm were well underway 
before it arrived.  Days before Hermine made landfall, meetings were 
conducted with our operations people from Moultrie and our district 
personnel from both Tifton and Valdosta.  These meetings were to insure 

that all necessary steps were being taken to prepare for the storm and its aftermath.  Colquitt 
EMC personnel were notified of the storm’s timetable and placed on alert for the work to 
come.  We also called upon our contract construction and right-of-way crews to be on standby 
to assist us with power restoration.

With over 35,000 outages scattered over our seven county service area, Colquitt EMC was 
able to restore service to 90% of its members within 12 hours and to 99% of the membership 
in less than 48 hours.  Having over 34 years of experience in electric distribution, I have seen 
my fair share of storms and the outages they bring.  I can tell you that I am proud of how our 
electric system “held up” and how quickly we were able to restore service to our members.  This 
could not have been accomplished without the hard work of over 100 service personnel who 
worked throughout the storm to restore power.  These men work in a dangerous profession 
every day.  The danger is only compounded when working through storm conditions like we 
experienced.  In addition to service personnel, other employees worked through the storm 
at our warehouses and offices.  They provide the materials and equipment as needed and 
directed the outage restoration efforts.  I would like to commend all employees for their 
efforts.

I understand that a storm such as this can cause large scale outages.  If you are one of 
the members affected, I know it can be very difficult.  I want to assure all our members that 
providing the best possible service to you is our top priority.  The guiding principle at Colquitt 
EMC has always been to provide the most reliable electric service at the lowest possible cost.  

I would like to thank our members for their support and patience during that difficult Labor 
Day weekend.  It was, indeed, a number of “days of labor” for the employees of Colquitt EMC. 

Danny Nichols, General Manager

Colquitt EMC Manager thanks fellow members
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Apple Cake

INGREDIENTS                                            Yield: 12 Slices
1 1⁄2 cups sugar
1 cup oil
3 eggs
1 3⁄4 cups flour
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1 teaspoon vanilla
3 large apples, chopped
1⁄2 cup chopped nuts (optional)

DIRECTIONS
Mix sugar, oil, and eggs in large bowl. Mix flour, 
salt, baking soda, and cinnamon in separate 
bowl Add sugar mixture to flour mixture. Add 
vanilla, apples, and nuts. Bake in 9 x 12" greased 
and floured pan at 350 degrees for 45 minutes. 
Sprinkle with powdered sugar if desired.

Harvest Caramel Corn
INGREDIENTS                                                       Yield: 3 Quarts
3 quarts popped popcorn
3⁄4 cup brown sugar
1⁄4 cup margarine
3 1⁄2 tablespoons corn syrup
1⁄4 teaspoon salt
1 1⁄2 teaspoons pumpkin pie spice
1⁄2 teaspoon ginger
1⁄4 teaspoon allspice
1⁄4 teaspoon baking soda

DIRECTIONS
Dissolve the sugar, margarine, corn syrup and salt until 
firm ball stage. Remove from heat and add spices and 
baking soda. Pour over popcorn, stirring well.
 Spread evenly on baking sheet and bake at 250ºF 45-
50 minutes stirring every 15 minutes until done. Cool. 
(Be careful-burns easily).

Landscaping doesn’t only add beauty to your home, but it can also 
improve your home’s comfort and lower your energy bills.

On average, a well-designed 
landscape saves enough energy 

to pay for itself in less than

Top 3 Landscaping Strategies by Climate

A microclimate is an area 
where the climate differs from 
the surrounding area. It can be 
as small as a few square feet or 
as large as a few square miles. 

A microclimate impacts the 
type of plants that can grow in 

your landscape.

Landscaping for Shade

Planting Tips

Shading is the most 
cost-effective way to 
reduce solar heat gain 
in your home and cut 
air conditioning costs. 
To effectively shade 
your home, you need to 
know the size, shape 
and location of the 
shadow that your 
shading device casts. 

Landscaping 
for Windbreaks

A windbreak reduces heating costs by lowering the wind chill 
near your home. It also creates dead air space that insulates 
your home in the summer and winter.

Landscaping for Water Conservation

Temperate Region

Take advantage of the sun’s 
warming effect in the winter. 

Shade your home from the hot 
summer sun. 

Deflect winter winds with 
windbreaks on the north and 

northwest sides of your house.

Hot-Arid Region

Provide shade to cool 
your home’s walls, 
windows and roof.

Naturally cool your home 
with summer winds.

Cool the air around your 
home with plants.

Hot-Humid Region

Channel summer breezes 
toward your home to cool it.

Use trees to shade your home 
in the summer but allow the sun 

to warm it in the winter.

Avoid locating planting beds 
that require frequent watering 

close to your home.

Cool Region

Use dense windbreaks to 
protect the home from cold 

winter winds.

Ensure the winter sun reaches 
south-facing windows.

Shade the south and west sides 
of your home from the summer 

sun, if summer heat is a problem.

What’s the difference?

Deciduous vs. Evergreen.

Plant a 6-8 foot deciduous tree near your home, and it will 

start shading your windows in the first year. Depending on the 

species and the home, it will shade the roof in 5-10 years.

 Windbreaks to the north, west and east of houses cut 
fuel consumption by an average of 40 percent, 

according to a study in South Dakota.

Lower 
maintenance

Reduce 
your water 

use

Cut your 
heating and 
cooling costs

Protect your 
home from cold 
winter wind and 
hot summer sun

Help lower 
noise and air 

pollution

allowing you to 
better deal 
with water 

restrictions!

8 YEARS.

The landscaping strategies you use depend on where 

you live in the U.S. and your home’s microclimate.

What’s a
microclimate?

FACT: In tree-shaded 
neighborhoods, the summer 
daytime air temperature can 
be up to 6 degrees cooler 

than in treeless areas.

#DidYouKnow: A 
well-planned landscape 
can reduce an unshaded 
home’s air conditioning 
costs by 15-50 percent. 

50%

Deciduous trees 
block solar heat in 
the summer but 

let in sunlight 
during the winter.

 Evergreen 
trees and 

shrubs provide 
continuous 

shade.

Always group 
plants with 

similar water 
needs together.

Reduce the use of 
turf and use 

low-water-using 
types of turf grass.

Organize your turf 
grass in continuous 

patterns -- it's easier 
to maintain and uses 

less water.

Use mulch to keep 
plant roots cool, 

minimize 
evaporation and 

reduce weed growth.

Water in the morning 
when it is cooler and 

evaporation rates 
are low.

Aerate your soil -- it 
improves water flow 
to plants’ roots and 

reduces water runoff.

In the summer, raise your 
lawn mower cutting 
height -- longer grass 

blades help shade each 
other & retain more water.

#DidYouKnow:

Plant evergreen 
trees and shrubs to 

the north and 
northwest of your 
home to stop wind.

The distance 
between your home 

and windbreak should be 
two to fives times the 
height of the mature 

tree for maximum 
protection. 

Install a fence or 
wall in addition to 
evergreen trees to 

deflect the wind over 
your home. 

If snow tends to drift in 
your area, plant low 

shrubs on the windward 
side of the windbreak to 
trap snow before it blows 

next to your home.

Plant trees on either 
side of your house 
to direct cooling 
wind toward it in 

the summer.

Design your landscape to not only save energy but also conserve water.

Plant deciduous 
trees to the south 

of your home -- they 
can screen 70-90 

percent of the hot 
summer sun 

while allowing 
breezes through.

Plant trees with 
crowns lower to 
the ground on 
the west if you 
want to shade 

from lower, 
afternoon 

sun angles. 

Plant bushes, 
shrubs or 

climbing vines 
with a trellis 
to shade your 

patio area.

To cool air 
before it 

reaches your 
home, plant 
shrubs and 

groundcover 
plants. 

Energy Saver 101: Everything You Need to Know About

Maple leaves 
change color with 

the seasons

Camphor trees are 
evergreen trees that can 

grow up to 30 m tall.

Maple tree

Oak tree

Pine

Cypress
Camphor

OakOak

Hens and chicks is 
a type of succulent 
groundcover plant.

Oak tree

Sources: Energy Saver (www.energy.gov/energysaver), the Energy Department (http://www1.eere.energy.gov/library/pdfs/16632.pdf) and 
EPA WaterSense (http://www.epa.gov/watersense/outdoor/landscaping_tips.html). 

This is one
type of

lawn aerator

Here,s How to Stop Them...
Halloween is almost here, and a band of spooky energy vampires could be lurking around your 
home. Energy vampires are appliances that continue to draw power from electrical outlets, even 
when turned off or idle. Some of these appliances can cause substantial increases to your energy 
usage, costing you and your family hundreds of dollars per year.

Here is a list of practical actions to take care of energy vampires in 
your home for good:

•   In the Bathroom – Unplug that hair dryer...

If you’re leaving devices like hair dryers, curling irons, or electric 
shavers plugged into the wall, this could be a cause for concern. 
Even when turned off, these devices can idly sip electricity from your 
outlet costing you money. Outsmart those pesky energy vampires 
and tug the plug.

•   In the Kitchen
Before you leave for the day, make a habit of turning off all unnecessary kitchen appliances, 
especially that new espresso machine. Granted, coffee makers only use 1-3 watts when off, but add 
that to your microwave, small kitchen television, toaster oven, and other unused appliances and you 
could save $10-20 per year.

•   In the Living room
Older set-top cable boxes and DVRs in your living room are some of the most frightening of energy 
vampires, as they’re less efficient than newer models. Some of these devices are constantly draining 
25-45 watts of energy when off. To mitigate this energy waste, hook up your entertainment center 
and other living room appliances to power strips or an outlet with a wall switch. Then you can easily 
switch the whole system off when you need to. But remember if you are planning to record a show, 
your cable box will need to be turned on. It also takes time for your program guide to load, so it may 
be best to only shut your cable box off if you are not going to use it for extended periods.

•   In the Home Office
You may have finished working, but your laptops and PCs in the home office are contributing to 
your electric bill. Be sure to keep your computers on sleep mode if not in use. Of course, a desktop or 
laptop computer can still use 15-21 watts when idle. Turn it off instead and that could be up to $20 
in savings from one device alone. Inkjet printers and fax machines, as well as other computers, can 
easily add to these costs; so be sure to use power strips and flip them off when not in use.

Energy Vampires are Attacking Your Home

Colquitt Electric Membership Corporation awarded six area teachers with Bright 
Ideas education grants.  The winning teachers included: Beth Baker from Pine 

Grove Middle School, David Marchant from G.O. Bailey Primary School, Mariah 
Elder from Pine Grove Elementary, Angie Tillman from Brooks County Middle 
School, Jennifer Alexander from Tift County High School and Teresa Farrar from 
Lowndes High School.

They were surprised in their classrooms and presented with a big check courtesy of 
the “Bright Ideas Prize Team” –  representatives from Colquitt EMC.

Teachers often have innovative ideas about how learning can be made more exciting 
and interesting for their students but do not always have the resources to implement 
these projects.  The purpose of the Bright Ideas education grant is to provide funding 
for those teachers to put their creative plans in action.

Funding for the grants is made possible through Georgia legislation that allows 
unclaimed capital credits to be used for education in the communities served by 
EMC’s.

Colquitt EMC Awards Grants To Area Teachers

Colquitt EMC is joining with 30,000 other 
cooperatives nationwide in October to celebrate 

National Cooperative Month.  The theme for this year’s 
celebration, “Cooperatives Build” recognizes the many ways 
cooperatives help to build stronger communities and a 
stronger economy.

During this time, it makes sense to highlight the qualities 
that make electric cooperatives different from other types of utilities and businesses.  Rural America is 
served by a network of 1,000 electric cooperatives, most of which were formed in the 1930s and 40s 
to bring electricity to farms and rural communities.  Electric co-ops are owned by those they serve.  
That’s why those who receive electric service from America’s electric cooperatives are called members, 
not customers.  Without members, there would be no cooperative. One principle that sets co-ops 
apart from other businesses is their concern for community.  Cooperatives have a special responsibility 
to support the areas in which their members live and work.  From sponsoring a local school’s baseball 
team to supporting new jobs and industry through our economic development efforts, co-ops stand 
as a driving force in their communities.

Local, Dependable, Serving YOU with SIX OFFICE LOCATIONS:
Moultrie  •  Tifton  •  Valdosta  •  Adel  •  Nashville  •  Quitman
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Apple Cake

INGREDIENTS                                            Yield: 12 Slices
1 1⁄2 cups sugar
1 cup oil
3 eggs
1 3⁄4 cups flour
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1 teaspoon vanilla
3 large apples, chopped
1⁄2 cup chopped nuts (optional)

DIRECTIONS
Mix sugar, oil, and eggs in large bowl. Mix flour, 
salt, baking soda, and cinnamon in separate 
bowl Add sugar mixture to flour mixture. Add 
vanilla, apples, and nuts. Bake in 9 x 12" greased 
and floured pan at 350 degrees for 45 minutes. 
Sprinkle with powdered sugar if desired.

Harvest Caramel Corn
INGREDIENTS                                                       Yield: 3 Quarts
3 quarts popped popcorn
3⁄4 cup brown sugar
1⁄4 cup margarine
3 1⁄2 tablespoons corn syrup
1⁄4 teaspoon salt
1 1⁄2 teaspoons pumpkin pie spice
1⁄2 teaspoon ginger
1⁄4 teaspoon allspice
1⁄4 teaspoon baking soda

DIRECTIONS
Dissolve the sugar, margarine, corn syrup and salt until 
firm ball stage. Remove from heat and add spices and 
baking soda. Pour over popcorn, stirring well.
 Spread evenly on baking sheet and bake at 250ºF 45-
50 minutes stirring every 15 minutes until done. Cool. 
(Be careful-burns easily).

Landscaping doesn’t only add beauty to your home, but it can also 
improve your home’s comfort and lower your energy bills.

On average, a well-designed 
landscape saves enough energy 

to pay for itself in less than

Top 3 Landscaping Strategies by Climate

A microclimate is an area 
where the climate differs from 
the surrounding area. It can be 
as small as a few square feet or 
as large as a few square miles. 

A microclimate impacts the 
type of plants that can grow in 

your landscape.

Landscaping for Shade

Planting Tips

Shading is the most 
cost-effective way to 
reduce solar heat gain 
in your home and cut 
air conditioning costs. 
To effectively shade 
your home, you need to 
know the size, shape 
and location of the 
shadow that your 
shading device casts. 

Landscaping 
for Windbreaks

A windbreak reduces heating costs by lowering the wind chill 
near your home. It also creates dead air space that insulates 
your home in the summer and winter.

Landscaping for Water Conservation

Temperate Region

Take advantage of the sun’s 
warming effect in the winter. 

Shade your home from the hot 
summer sun. 

Deflect winter winds with 
windbreaks on the north and 

northwest sides of your house.

Hot-Arid Region

Provide shade to cool 
your home’s walls, 
windows and roof.

Naturally cool your home 
with summer winds.

Cool the air around your 
home with plants.

Hot-Humid Region

Channel summer breezes 
toward your home to cool it.

Use trees to shade your home 
in the summer but allow the sun 

to warm it in the winter.

Avoid locating planting beds 
that require frequent watering 

close to your home.

Cool Region

Use dense windbreaks to 
protect the home from cold 

winter winds.

Ensure the winter sun reaches 
south-facing windows.

Shade the south and west sides 
of your home from the summer 

sun, if summer heat is a problem.

What’s the difference?

Deciduous vs. Evergreen.

Plant a 6-8 foot deciduous tree near your home, and it will 

start shading your windows in the first year. Depending on the 

species and the home, it will shade the roof in 5-10 years.

 Windbreaks to the north, west and east of houses cut 
fuel consumption by an average of 40 percent, 

according to a study in South Dakota.

Lower 
maintenance

Reduce 
your water 

use

Cut your 
heating and 
cooling costs

Protect your 
home from cold 
winter wind and 
hot summer sun

Help lower 
noise and air 

pollution

allowing you to 
better deal 
with water 

restrictions!

8 YEARS.

The landscaping strategies you use depend on where 

you live in the U.S. and your home’s microclimate.

What’s a
microclimate?

FACT: In tree-shaded 
neighborhoods, the summer 
daytime air temperature can 
be up to 6 degrees cooler 

than in treeless areas.

#DidYouKnow: A 
well-planned landscape 
can reduce an unshaded 
home’s air conditioning 
costs by 15-50 percent. 

50%

Deciduous trees 
block solar heat in 
the summer but 

let in sunlight 
during the winter.

 Evergreen 
trees and 

shrubs provide 
continuous 

shade.

Always group 
plants with 

similar water 
needs together.

Reduce the use of 
turf and use 

low-water-using 
types of turf grass.

Organize your turf 
grass in continuous 

patterns -- it's easier 
to maintain and uses 

less water.

Use mulch to keep 
plant roots cool, 

minimize 
evaporation and 

reduce weed growth.

Water in the morning 
when it is cooler and 

evaporation rates 
are low.

Aerate your soil -- it 
improves water flow 
to plants’ roots and 

reduces water runoff.

In the summer, raise your 
lawn mower cutting 
height -- longer grass 

blades help shade each 
other & retain more water.

#DidYouKnow:

Plant evergreen 
trees and shrubs to 

the north and 
northwest of your 
home to stop wind.

The distance 
between your home 

and windbreak should be 
two to fives times the 
height of the mature 

tree for maximum 
protection. 

Install a fence or 
wall in addition to 
evergreen trees to 

deflect the wind over 
your home. 

If snow tends to drift in 
your area, plant low 

shrubs on the windward 
side of the windbreak to 
trap snow before it blows 

next to your home.

Plant trees on either 
side of your house 
to direct cooling 
wind toward it in 

the summer.

Design your landscape to not only save energy but also conserve water.

Plant deciduous 
trees to the south 

of your home -- they 
can screen 70-90 

percent of the hot 
summer sun 

while allowing 
breezes through.

Plant trees with 
crowns lower to 
the ground on 
the west if you 
want to shade 

from lower, 
afternoon 

sun angles. 

Plant bushes, 
shrubs or 

climbing vines 
with a trellis 
to shade your 

patio area.

To cool air 
before it 

reaches your 
home, plant 
shrubs and 

groundcover 
plants. 

Energy Saver 101: Everything You Need to Know About

Maple leaves 
change color with 

the seasons

Camphor trees are 
evergreen trees that can 

grow up to 30 m tall.

Maple tree

Oak tree

Pine

Cypress
Camphor

OakOak

Hens and chicks is 
a type of succulent 
groundcover plant.

Oak tree

Sources: Energy Saver (www.energy.gov/energysaver), the Energy Department (http://www1.eere.energy.gov/library/pdfs/16632.pdf) and 
EPA WaterSense (http://www.epa.gov/watersense/outdoor/landscaping_tips.html). 

This is one
type of

lawn aerator

Here,s How to Stop Them...
Halloween is almost here, and a band of spooky energy vampires could be lurking around your 
home. Energy vampires are appliances that continue to draw power from electrical outlets, even 
when turned off or idle. Some of these appliances can cause substantial increases to your energy 
usage, costing you and your family hundreds of dollars per year.

Here is a list of practical actions to take care of energy vampires in 
your home for good:

•   In the Bathroom – Unplug that hair dryer...

If you’re leaving devices like hair dryers, curling irons, or electric 
shavers plugged into the wall, this could be a cause for concern. 
Even when turned off, these devices can idly sip electricity from your 
outlet costing you money. Outsmart those pesky energy vampires 
and tug the plug.

•   In the Kitchen
Before you leave for the day, make a habit of turning off all unnecessary kitchen appliances, 
especially that new espresso machine. Granted, coffee makers only use 1-3 watts when off, but add 
that to your microwave, small kitchen television, toaster oven, and other unused appliances and you 
could save $10-20 per year.

•   In the Living room
Older set-top cable boxes and DVRs in your living room are some of the most frightening of energy 
vampires, as they’re less efficient than newer models. Some of these devices are constantly draining 
25-45 watts of energy when off. To mitigate this energy waste, hook up your entertainment center 
and other living room appliances to power strips or an outlet with a wall switch. Then you can easily 
switch the whole system off when you need to. But remember if you are planning to record a show, 
your cable box will need to be turned on. It also takes time for your program guide to load, so it may 
be best to only shut your cable box off if you are not going to use it for extended periods.

•   In the Home Office
You may have finished working, but your laptops and PCs in the home office are contributing to 
your electric bill. Be sure to keep your computers on sleep mode if not in use. Of course, a desktop or 
laptop computer can still use 15-21 watts when idle. Turn it off instead and that could be up to $20 
in savings from one device alone. Inkjet printers and fax machines, as well as other computers, can 
easily add to these costs; so be sure to use power strips and flip them off when not in use.

Energy Vampires are Attacking Your Home

Colquitt Electric Membership Corporation awarded six area teachers with Bright 
Ideas education grants.  The winning teachers included: Beth Baker from Pine 

Grove Middle School, David Marchant from G.O. Bailey Primary School, Mariah 
Elder from Pine Grove Elementary, Angie Tillman from Brooks County Middle 
School, Jennifer Alexander from Tift County High School and Teresa Farrar from 
Lowndes High School.

They were surprised in their classrooms and presented with a big check courtesy of 
the “Bright Ideas Prize Team” –  representatives from Colquitt EMC.

Teachers often have innovative ideas about how learning can be made more exciting 
and interesting for their students but do not always have the resources to implement 
these projects.  The purpose of the Bright Ideas education grant is to provide funding 
for those teachers to put their creative plans in action.

Funding for the grants is made possible through Georgia legislation that allows 
unclaimed capital credits to be used for education in the communities served by 
EMC’s.

Colquitt EMC Awards Grants To Area Teachers

Colquitt EMC is joining with 30,000 other 
cooperatives nationwide in October to celebrate 

National Cooperative Month.  The theme for this year’s 
celebration, “Cooperatives Build” recognizes the many ways 
cooperatives help to build stronger communities and a 
stronger economy.

During this time, it makes sense to highlight the qualities 
that make electric cooperatives different from other types of utilities and businesses.  Rural America is 
served by a network of 1,000 electric cooperatives, most of which were formed in the 1930s and 40s 
to bring electricity to farms and rural communities.  Electric co-ops are owned by those they serve.  
That’s why those who receive electric service from America’s electric cooperatives are called members, 
not customers.  Without members, there would be no cooperative. One principle that sets co-ops 
apart from other businesses is their concern for community.  Cooperatives have a special responsibility 
to support the areas in which their members live and work.  From sponsoring a local school’s baseball 
team to supporting new jobs and industry through our economic development efforts, co-ops stand 
as a driving force in their communities.

Local, Dependable, Serving YOU with SIX OFFICE LOCATIONS:
Moultrie  •  Tifton  •  Valdosta  •  Adel  •  Nashville  •  Quitman
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   Celebrating                   Years

LUNCH RESERVATION FORM FOR

COLQUITT EMC’s 80th ANNUAL MEETING
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2016   

Lunch from 11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
Registration - 11:00 A.M.

Business Meeting: 1:30 P.M.
Expo Site, Spence Field in Moultrie

Name ______________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________

Account # __________________________________________________________________

Member’s Signature ________________________________________________________

           Including myself, you may plan on __________ person(s) for lunch.

Deadline for reservations is October 18, 2016

Although your
meal is tasty enough for

leftovers, we ask that you
enjoy your lunch on

the premises.

Limit
3

meals
per member

BUSINESS UPDATES • GREAT FOOD • GAMES • PRIZES
FELLOWSHIP • ENTERTAINMENT • HEALTH FAIR • AND MORE!

“Omega Quartet”

Don’t MissThe 2016
Annual Meeting
November 1st

A Celebration of 
80 Years of Service!

Don’t MissThe 2016
Annual Meeting
November 1st

A Celebration of 
80 Years of Service!

Colquitt EMC offices will be closed
Thursday, November 24th 

and  Friday, November 25th My fellow Colquitt EMC members,

On the evening of September 1st, Hurricane Hermine made landfall on the Florida Gulf 
Coast and continued on a path that led it directly to our EMC service area.  Our system began 
feeling the effects of the storm that evening, and those effects intensified as the center of the 

storm approached.  Hermine’s path carried it directly through the center 
of our service territory, bringing with it 65 mph winds, lightning, and 
over five inches of rainfall.  All of this combined to produce widespread 
outages across our system.  At its peak, Colquitt EMC had approximately 
35,000 of its 66,000 members without power.  

At Colquitt EMC, preparations for this storm were well underway 
before it arrived.  Days before Hermine made landfall, meetings were 
conducted with our operations people from Moultrie and our district 
personnel from both Tifton and Valdosta.  These meetings were to insure 

that all necessary steps were being taken to prepare for the storm and its aftermath.  Colquitt 
EMC personnel were notified of the storm’s timetable and placed on alert for the work to 
come.  We also called upon our contract construction and right-of-way crews to be on standby 
to assist us with power restoration.

With over 35,000 outages scattered over our seven county service area, Colquitt EMC was 
able to restore service to 90% of its members within 12 hours and to 99% of the membership 
in less than 48 hours.  Having over 34 years of experience in electric distribution, I have seen 
my fair share of storms and the outages they bring.  I can tell you that I am proud of how our 
electric system “held up” and how quickly we were able to restore service to our members.  This 
could not have been accomplished without the hard work of over 100 service personnel who 
worked throughout the storm to restore power.  These men work in a dangerous profession 
every day.  The danger is only compounded when working through storm conditions like we 
experienced.  In addition to service personnel, other employees worked through the storm 
at our warehouses and offices.  They provide the materials and equipment as needed and 
directed the outage restoration efforts.  I would like to commend all employees for their 
efforts.

I understand that a storm such as this can cause large scale outages.  If you are one of 
the members affected, I know it can be very difficult.  I want to assure all our members that 
providing the best possible service to you is our top priority.  The guiding principle at Colquitt 
EMC has always been to provide the most reliable electric service at the lowest possible cost.  

I would like to thank our members for their support and patience during that difficult Labor 
Day weekend.  It was, indeed, a number of “days of labor” for the employees of Colquitt EMC. 

Danny Nichols, General Manager

Colquitt EMC Manager thanks fellow members
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Apple Cake

INGREDIENTS                                            Yield: 12 Slices
1 1⁄2 cups sugar
1 cup oil
3 eggs
1 3⁄4 cups flour
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1 teaspoon vanilla
3 large apples, chopped
1⁄2 cup chopped nuts (optional)

DIRECTIONS
Mix sugar, oil, and eggs in large bowl. Mix flour, 
salt, baking soda, and cinnamon in separate 
bowl Add sugar mixture to flour mixture. Add 
vanilla, apples, and nuts. Bake in 9 x 12" greased 
and floured pan at 350 degrees for 45 minutes. 
Sprinkle with powdered sugar if desired.

Harvest Caramel Corn
INGREDIENTS                                                       Yield: 3 Quarts
3 quarts popped popcorn
3⁄4 cup brown sugar
1⁄4 cup margarine
3 1⁄2 tablespoons corn syrup
1⁄4 teaspoon salt
1 1⁄2 teaspoons pumpkin pie spice
1⁄2 teaspoon ginger
1⁄4 teaspoon allspice
1⁄4 teaspoon baking soda

DIRECTIONS
Dissolve the sugar, margarine, corn syrup and salt until 
firm ball stage. Remove from heat and add spices and 
baking soda. Pour over popcorn, stirring well.
 Spread evenly on baking sheet and bake at 250ºF 45-
50 minutes stirring every 15 minutes until done. Cool. 
(Be careful-burns easily).

Landscaping doesn’t only add beauty to your home, but it can also 
improve your home’s comfort and lower your energy bills.

On average, a well-designed 
landscape saves enough energy 

to pay for itself in less than

Top 3 Landscaping Strategies by Climate

A microclimate is an area 
where the climate differs from 
the surrounding area. It can be 
as small as a few square feet or 
as large as a few square miles. 

A microclimate impacts the 
type of plants that can grow in 

your landscape.

Landscaping for Shade

Planting Tips

Shading is the most 
cost-effective way to 
reduce solar heat gain 
in your home and cut 
air conditioning costs. 
To effectively shade 
your home, you need to 
know the size, shape 
and location of the 
shadow that your 
shading device casts. 

Landscaping 
for Windbreaks

A windbreak reduces heating costs by lowering the wind chill 
near your home. It also creates dead air space that insulates 
your home in the summer and winter.

Landscaping for Water Conservation

Temperate Region

Take advantage of the sun’s 
warming effect in the winter. 

Shade your home from the hot 
summer sun. 

Deflect winter winds with 
windbreaks on the north and 

northwest sides of your house.

Hot-Arid Region

Provide shade to cool 
your home’s walls, 
windows and roof.

Naturally cool your home 
with summer winds.

Cool the air around your 
home with plants.

Hot-Humid Region

Channel summer breezes 
toward your home to cool it.

Use trees to shade your home 
in the summer but allow the sun 

to warm it in the winter.

Avoid locating planting beds 
that require frequent watering 

close to your home.

Cool Region

Use dense windbreaks to 
protect the home from cold 

winter winds.

Ensure the winter sun reaches 
south-facing windows.

Shade the south and west sides 
of your home from the summer 

sun, if summer heat is a problem.

What’s the difference?

Deciduous vs. Evergreen.

Plant a 6-8 foot deciduous tree near your home, and it will 

start shading your windows in the first year. Depending on the 

species and the home, it will shade the roof in 5-10 years.

 Windbreaks to the north, west and east of houses cut 
fuel consumption by an average of 40 percent, 

according to a study in South Dakota.

Lower 
maintenance

Reduce 
your water 

use

Cut your 
heating and 
cooling costs

Protect your 
home from cold 
winter wind and 
hot summer sun

Help lower 
noise and air 

pollution

allowing you to 
better deal 
with water 

restrictions!

8 YEARS.

The landscaping strategies you use depend on where 

you live in the U.S. and your home’s microclimate.

What’s a
microclimate?

FACT: In tree-shaded 
neighborhoods, the summer 
daytime air temperature can 
be up to 6 degrees cooler 

than in treeless areas.

#DidYouKnow: A 
well-planned landscape 
can reduce an unshaded 
home’s air conditioning 
costs by 15-50 percent. 

50%

Deciduous trees 
block solar heat in 
the summer but 

let in sunlight 
during the winter.

 Evergreen 
trees and 

shrubs provide 
continuous 

shade.

Always group 
plants with 

similar water 
needs together.

Reduce the use of 
turf and use 

low-water-using 
types of turf grass.

Organize your turf 
grass in continuous 

patterns -- it's easier 
to maintain and uses 

less water.

Use mulch to keep 
plant roots cool, 

minimize 
evaporation and 

reduce weed growth.

Water in the morning 
when it is cooler and 

evaporation rates 
are low.

Aerate your soil -- it 
improves water flow 
to plants’ roots and 

reduces water runoff.

In the summer, raise your 
lawn mower cutting 
height -- longer grass 

blades help shade each 
other & retain more water.

#DidYouKnow:

Plant evergreen 
trees and shrubs to 

the north and 
northwest of your 
home to stop wind.

The distance 
between your home 

and windbreak should be 
two to fives times the 
height of the mature 

tree for maximum 
protection. 

Install a fence or 
wall in addition to 
evergreen trees to 

deflect the wind over 
your home. 

If snow tends to drift in 
your area, plant low 

shrubs on the windward 
side of the windbreak to 
trap snow before it blows 

next to your home.

Plant trees on either 
side of your house 
to direct cooling 
wind toward it in 

the summer.

Design your landscape to not only save energy but also conserve water.

Plant deciduous 
trees to the south 

of your home -- they 
can screen 70-90 

percent of the hot 
summer sun 

while allowing 
breezes through.

Plant trees with 
crowns lower to 
the ground on 
the west if you 
want to shade 

from lower, 
afternoon 

sun angles. 

Plant bushes, 
shrubs or 

climbing vines 
with a trellis 
to shade your 

patio area.

To cool air 
before it 

reaches your 
home, plant 
shrubs and 

groundcover 
plants. 

Energy Saver 101: Everything You Need to Know About

Maple leaves 
change color with 

the seasons

Camphor trees are 
evergreen trees that can 

grow up to 30 m tall.

Maple tree

Oak tree

Pine

Cypress
Camphor

OakOak

Hens and chicks is 
a type of succulent 
groundcover plant.

Oak tree

Sources: Energy Saver (www.energy.gov/energysaver), the Energy Department (http://www1.eere.energy.gov/library/pdfs/16632.pdf) and 
EPA WaterSense (http://www.epa.gov/watersense/outdoor/landscaping_tips.html). 

This is one
type of

lawn aerator

Here,s How to Stop Them...
Halloween is almost here, and a band of spooky energy vampires could be lurking around your 
home. Energy vampires are appliances that continue to draw power from electrical outlets, even 
when turned off or idle. Some of these appliances can cause substantial increases to your energy 
usage, costing you and your family hundreds of dollars per year.

Here is a list of practical actions to take care of energy vampires in 
your home for good:

•   In the Bathroom – Unplug that hair dryer...

If you’re leaving devices like hair dryers, curling irons, or electric 
shavers plugged into the wall, this could be a cause for concern. 
Even when turned off, these devices can idly sip electricity from your 
outlet costing you money. Outsmart those pesky energy vampires 
and tug the plug.

•   In the Kitchen
Before you leave for the day, make a habit of turning off all unnecessary kitchen appliances, 
especially that new espresso machine. Granted, coffee makers only use 1-3 watts when off, but add 
that to your microwave, small kitchen television, toaster oven, and other unused appliances and you 
could save $10-20 per year.

•   In the Living room
Older set-top cable boxes and DVRs in your living room are some of the most frightening of energy 
vampires, as they’re less efficient than newer models. Some of these devices are constantly draining 
25-45 watts of energy when off. To mitigate this energy waste, hook up your entertainment center 
and other living room appliances to power strips or an outlet with a wall switch. Then you can easily 
switch the whole system off when you need to. But remember if you are planning to record a show, 
your cable box will need to be turned on. It also takes time for your program guide to load, so it may 
be best to only shut your cable box off if you are not going to use it for extended periods.

•   In the Home Office
You may have finished working, but your laptops and PCs in the home office are contributing to 
your electric bill. Be sure to keep your computers on sleep mode if not in use. Of course, a desktop or 
laptop computer can still use 15-21 watts when idle. Turn it off instead and that could be up to $20 
in savings from one device alone. Inkjet printers and fax machines, as well as other computers, can 
easily add to these costs; so be sure to use power strips and flip them off when not in use.

Energy Vampires are Attacking Your Home

Colquitt Electric Membership Corporation awarded six area teachers with Bright 
Ideas education grants.  The winning teachers included: Beth Baker from Pine 

Grove Middle School, David Marchant from G.O. Bailey Primary School, Mariah 
Elder from Pine Grove Elementary, Angie Tillman from Brooks County Middle 
School, Jennifer Alexander from Tift County High School and Teresa Farrar from 
Lowndes High School.

They were surprised in their classrooms and presented with a big check courtesy of 
the “Bright Ideas Prize Team” –  representatives from Colquitt EMC.

Teachers often have innovative ideas about how learning can be made more exciting 
and interesting for their students but do not always have the resources to implement 
these projects.  The purpose of the Bright Ideas education grant is to provide funding 
for those teachers to put their creative plans in action.

Funding for the grants is made possible through Georgia legislation that allows 
unclaimed capital credits to be used for education in the communities served by 
EMC’s.

Colquitt EMC Awards Grants To Area Teachers

Colquitt EMC is joining with 30,000 other 
cooperatives nationwide in October to celebrate 

National Cooperative Month.  The theme for this year’s 
celebration, “Cooperatives Build” recognizes the many ways 
cooperatives help to build stronger communities and a 
stronger economy.

During this time, it makes sense to highlight the qualities 
that make electric cooperatives different from other types of utilities and businesses.  Rural America is 
served by a network of 1,000 electric cooperatives, most of which were formed in the 1930s and 40s 
to bring electricity to farms and rural communities.  Electric co-ops are owned by those they serve.  
That’s why those who receive electric service from America’s electric cooperatives are called members, 
not customers.  Without members, there would be no cooperative. One principle that sets co-ops 
apart from other businesses is their concern for community.  Cooperatives have a special responsibility 
to support the areas in which their members live and work.  From sponsoring a local school’s baseball 
team to supporting new jobs and industry through our economic development efforts, co-ops stand 
as a driving force in their communities.

Local, Dependable, Serving YOU with SIX OFFICE LOCATIONS:
Moultrie  •  Tifton  •  Valdosta  •  Adel  •  Nashville  •  Quitman


